	YOUR WEDDING


CEREMONY

Thinking of getting married?

Ceremonies can be designed to 

suit each couple with wording of 

marriage vows, inclusion of poetry, 

recitals, or music.


	[image: image1.wmf]


Just a few points to help you plan this important event!

*
The minimum age for marriage is eighteen years.  In certain circumstances it may be possible for someone who is at least 16 years of age to marry a particular person.  The partner in this instance must be over eighteen years of age.

*
Marriage is not permitted for people within prohibited relationships.  Those relationships are between brother and sister, or between a person and an ancestor or a descendant of that person.  Half blood relationships are prohibited as well as full blood relationships.  Adopted children are assumed to be natural children in determining any prohibited relationships.

*
A couple intending to get married must submit a form of notice to the Marriage Celebrant of that intention to get married.  The prescribed forms are available from the Celebrant, or from the Registry of Births, Deaths & Marriages.  That form will require information from each person intending to get married, relating to date of birth, place of birth, any previous marriages, and any children from previous marriages.

*
Some documentary evidence in support of the Notice of Intended Marriage must be viewed by the Celebrant.  A birth certificate, passport, citizenship document, or statutory declaration must be produced.    This is so that the Celebrant can verify the date and place of birth as is required under the Marriage Act 1961.  People who have been married before must produce evidence of the death of their previous spouse, or the dissolution of that marriage.

*
The Notice of Intended Marriage must be submitted no later than one month and one day and no earlier than eighteen months before the date of the intended marriage ceremony.  An additional declaration must be made in writing on the appropriate form shortly before the ceremony.  The bride and groom state in the declaration that they are legally able to get married, and that there is no impediment to a marriage with the intended partner.

*
Witnesses to the marriage must be eighteen years or over.
*
Information on marriage education and counselling will also be available from the Celebrant.

*
Sometimes a couple wishes to go through a second marriage.  This may be to re-affirm their wedding vows some time after their original marriage, or may happen on the same day or shortly thereafter when a couple wishes to have both a religious and a civil ceremony.  The first ceremony is the only legal ceremony.  There is no requirement for a Notice of Intended Marriage to be submitted for a second ceremony.  A Renewal of Vows Certificate will be issued, but this is not a registrable document.

*
For many years, it has been a custom for a woman to change her surname to her husband's surname when she marries.  This is a matter of choice.  You are not legally required to change your name and many women continue to use their own surnames after marriage.  In all instances, the marriage documents are signed with the Bride's maiden name.

*
It is not necessary for anyone to give the Bride away, but this feature can be included with any ceremony.  Although traditionally it is the Bride's father who gives her away, another person can fulfill this role if it is appropriate.  The parents of the couple can also be asked for their blessings and acceptance as a part of the ceremony.

*
A couple may already have children together before their marriage.  They may desire those children to be legitimated after the marriage.  In this situation, assistance can be given to register the child or children in the Register of Legitimations.

*
Many weddings are conducted in outdoor locations.  The venue may still have to be booked, and a fee paid to the relevant authority such as the National Parks and Wildlife Service, or the local council.  Check that there is adequate shelter for the wedding party and the guests in the event of rain.  A table and chair will be required for the signing of certificates.  These can be supplied by the Celebrant at an additional cost.

*
Your wedding day is very special to you.  For that reason, you may like to have input to the wording or format of your ceremony.  Besides thinking about the wording of your vows, you may like to include music or a recital as part of the ceremony.  Discuss your ideas with your celebrant.  You will be shown examples of existing ceremonies, and given guidance on ceremony format.  Of course if you prefer, your celebrant will select or compose a ceremony for you.

*
Music and weddings go together, although the natural sounds of an outdoor setting is also appropriate.  If the bride is going to make an entrance accompanied by music, it is advisable to time the piece and to plan the entrance so that the bride arrives at the groom's side at approximately the same time as the music draws to a close.
For further information, contact 

Dorothy Shorne

Rites of Passage
Ph (08) 8363 5964,  Fax (08) 8363 5965,  Mobile 0411-228164
29 Elizabeth Street, Evandale SA 5069 (By Appointment)
(an answer phone will take a message in my absence)
Email: dorothy@ritesofpassage.com.au  Website: http://www.ritesofpassage.com.au/
Also available for Baby Naming, Civil Funeral Ceremonies, Reaffirmation of Vows, Commitment Ceremonies, Divorce Ceremonies, and other personal or civic rites of passage.
